ORDINANCE NO. 2015-________

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING RULES FOR REMOVAL

OF SNOW AND DEBRIS FROM SIDEWALKS 

WHEREAS, the Town of Chalmers, Indiana, desires to promote the health and well-being of its citizens; and


WHEREAS, the Town of Chalmers, Indiana, desires to establish rules for the removal of snow and debris from the sidewalks within the town limits to promote the health and well-being of its citizens;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CHALMERS, INDIANA, THAT:


Section 1:  It shall be the responsibility of the property owner or the occupant of any dwelling, building or subdivided lot or property shall keep the sidewalks in front thereof clean at all times of the year, including from ice, snow, debris, low hanging branches, and plant growth encroachment.  Such snow, ice, debris, tree or plant shall be removed within 48 hours after the ice forms, the snow ceases to fall, or the debris, tree or plant accumulates.  If the ice accumulation is of such character as to make the removal thereof impossible, the sprinkling or placement of sand and/or salt thereon within the time specified for removal in such a manner as to make such sidewalk safe for pedestrian travel.


Section 2:  A property owner may qualify for a hardship exception based upon age and/or physical disability. The hardship application must be completed and submitted to the Town Clerk- Treasurer's office by October 31st of each year.  The Town Manager or his designee shall have the sole discretion to determine whether or not to grant the exception.


Section 3:  Whoever violates any provision of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine of not less than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00), nor more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).  Each day that such violation shall occur shall constitute a separate violation for which the person shall be subject to a fine. The fine is to be paid to the Chalmers Town Clerk-Treasurer's Office.


Section 4:  Instead of or in addition to imposing the fine set forth above, the Town may, at its discretion, remove or contract for the removal of the snow, ice or debris, and the Clerk-Treasurer of the Town shall make a certified statement of the costs incurred by the Town in the removal. The statement shall be delivered to the owner of the property by the Town Marshall, or by certified mail, and the owner shall have 10 days within which to pay the amount to the Clerk-Treasurer.



If the property owner fails to pay the sum within the time prescribed, a certified copy of the statement of costs shall be filed in the White County Auditor's Office, and the Auditor shall place the amount claimed on the tax duplicate against the lands of the owner affected by the work, and the amount shall be collected as taxes are collected, and when collected shall be disbursed to the General Fund of the Town.


Section 5:  All prior ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.


Section 6:  Said ordinance shall take effect upon its signing.


Passed and adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Chalmers on the _____ day of ________________________, 2015.








____________________________________








Marcus King, President

Attested by:

___________________________________

Debra Clawson, Clerk-Treasurer


Presented by me to the President of the Town Council of the Town of Chalmers on the ____ day of _______________, 2015, at ________ p.m.








___________________________________








Debra Clawson, Clerk-Treasurer


This ordinance approved and signed by me on the _____ day of ______________, 2015.








____________________________________








Marcus King, President

